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Data in Many Forms... 
Statistics Canada disseminates data in a variety of forms. In addition to publications, both standard and special 
tabulations are offered on computer print-outs, microfiche and microfilm, and magnetic tapes. Maps and other 


geographic reference materials are available for some types of data. Direct access to aggregated information is 
possible through CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s machine-readable data base and retrieval system. 


How to Obtain More Information 
Inquiries about this publication and related statistics or services should be directed to: 


Housing, Family and Social Statistics Division, 
(613) 951-2542 


Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6 (Telephone: 951-9692) or to the Statistics Canada reference centre in: 


St. John’s (772-4073) Winnipeg (983-4020) 
Halifax (426-5331) Regina (780-5405) 
Montreal (283-5725) Edmonton (495-3027) 
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Toronto (973-6586) Vancouver (666-3691) 
Sturgeon Falls (753-3200) 


Toll-free access is provided in all provinces and territories, for users who reside outside the local dialing 
area of any of the regional reference centres. 


Newfoundland and Labrador 1-800-563-4255 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 

and Prince Edward Island 1-800-565-7192 
Quebec 1-800-361-2831 
Ontario 1-800-268-1151 
Manitoba 1-800-542-3404 
Saskatchewan 1-800-667-7164 
Alberta 1-800-282-3907 
Southern Alberta 1-800-472-9708 
British Columbia (South and Central) 1-800-663-1551 
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by NorthwesTel Inc.) Zenith 0-8913 


Northwest Territories 
(area served by 
Northwes Tel Inc.) Call collect 403-495-2011 
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Highlights 


Husband-wife families with no children at home 
now represent about one-third of all families in 
Canada. 


In 1986, about 13% of all families were lone- 
parent families, compared to just under 10% in 
1971. 


People now tend to marry at a later age. In 1986, 
the average age at first marriage was 24.8 years for 
brides and 27 years for bridegrooms. 


Women are having fewer children today than a 
generation ago. The general fertility rate has been 
declining as of 1971 and reached 54.7 per 1,000 
women aged 15 to 49 in 1986. 


Women are bearing children later in life. The 
median age of mothers giving birth to the first child 
is 25.5 years, compared to 22.8 years in 1971. 


Participation in the labour force by female 
heads/spouses in families increased to 56.1% in 
1986 from 44.4% in 1977. 


Female heads of families or wives with pre-school 
age children have lower participation rates and 
higher unemployment rates than their counterparts 
with older children. 


Work interruptions among women are most often 
associated with pregnancies and the presence of 
young children at home. 


Close to half of the ever-married women who 
have worked reported one work interruption, and 
another 15% two work interruptions. 


Among ever-married women who have had work 
interruptions, 41% reported a period of two years 
or less for their first work interruption. 


In 1986, the median family income for families with 
three or more earners was about $55,000, 
compared with about $41,000 for families with two 
earners, and $28,000 for one-earner families. 


Families headed by women under 65 years have a 
high incidence of low income in Canada (42% 
according to the 1978 low income cut-off). 


The highest incidence of low income is found 
among female lone-parent families (44% based on 
the 1978 low-income cut-off). 


About 63% of families are home-owners, and 32% 
of all families own their homes free of mortgage. 


Close to 60% of lone-parent families who rent their 
accommodations pay 30% or more of their income 
on shelter. 


On average, mothers employed full-time spend 
just under $3,000 on child care, compared with 
about $1,500 for mothers employed part-time. 


The number of divorces has been decreasing in 
recent years, but the 1986 figures show a significant 
increase. 


There were 32,000 divorces with dependent children 
and just over 56,000 children involved in petitions 
for custody in 1985. 


In the majority of cases, custody of dependent 
children is granted to the wife rather than to the 
husband. 


Remarriage among divorced persons has been 
increasing. In 1985, remarriages account for close to 
one-fifth of all marriages, compared with less than 
10% of all marriages in 1971. 


Up to the age of 74 years, almost two-thirds of 
elderly persons live with their spouses and/or 
never-married children. 


Seventy-seven percent of the population 65 years 
and over are home-owners, compared to less than 
9% who are renting their accommodations. 


Among elderly persons 75 years and over, there 
were about 330,000 widows, compared with about 
72,000 widowers in 1986. 


In 1986, about 46,000 widowed lone parents were in 
the 45-54 age group, 70,000 in the 55-64 age 
group, and close to 86,000 in the 65 years and over 
age group. 
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Introduction 


With about 85 percent of the population in family 
units, the family has been and still is an important 
social institution in Canada. The socio-economic 
conditions have changed in many significant ways over 
the years, and the family has responded to the 
changing conditions and new realities. 


The charts in this publication highlight the changes 
in many aspects of family life. The presentation is 
organized in sections, which roughly correspond to 
different stages of the family "life cycle". Each section 
focuses on particular aspects of the family, and 
provides information on many contemporary issues. 
Where possible, time-series data are charted to 
convey a historical perspective on changes and trends. 


This presentation format is an editorial choice. It 
aims at capsulizing a variety of available data on the 
family, and for this reason each chart is, in itself, a 
graphic display of some information pertaining to the 
family in Canada. However, it is also obvious that most 
of the charts are inter-related and constitute fertile 
grounds for more integrated analyses which lie beyond 
the scope of this volume. 


The data used in the production of the charts 
originate from various surveys and publications from 
Statistics Canada. A bibliography of the sources of data 
appears at the end of this publication. It is advisable to 
consult these sources for detailed information on 
definitions and data quality, as well as other family- 
related data not depicted in this compendium. 


This publication was prepared by the Target Groups 
Project. The objective of this program is to integrate data 
on target group populations from the diverse holdings 
within Statistics Canada. As examples, target groups 
also include the youth, the elderly, women, aboriginal 
peoples, visible minorities and the disabled. Thus, this 
report on the family is but one of the products, such as 
reference guides, chartbooks and data bases, designed 
to facilitate user access to target group data. 


The Vanier Institute of the Family provided 
comments and suggestions on the contents of this 
publication. The Target Groups Data Bases Project has 
benefited from the experience, and wishes to thank the 
Vanier Institute for their continual interest and support in 
this undertaking. 
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I. Overview 


The majority of families in Canada are composed 
of two parents and children (labelled "husband-wife 
families with children at home" in the charts). But as 
the charts in this publication demonstrate, other forms 
of families have been increasing. 


Husband-wife families with no children at home 
now represent about one-third of all families in 
Canada. These include both childless families and 
families where grown children have left their parental 
homes to form households of their own. 


The number of lone-parent families has increased 
substantially throughout the 1970s and early 1980s. In 
1986, about 13% of all families were lone-parent 
families, compared to just under 10% in 1971. The 
increase in lone-parent families is related, at least in 
part, to a corresponding increase in divorces in the 
same period. The rate of change among these families 
was highest between 1976 and 1981 (about 28%), and 
then abated slightly to about 20% between 1981 and 
1986. The majority of lone parents are women (80%), 


although there has been quite a significant increase in 
male lone parents in recent years from 124,180 in 1981 
to 151,740 in 1986. 


Compared with the family in 1971, today’s family ts 
smaller on the average, and tends to have fewer children 
at home. 


It is safe to assume that, whatever socio-economic 
changes that may occur, the family will continue to play 
a vital role in Canadian society. As a social unit, 
however, the family will be shaped by the changing 
socio-demographic forces such as an aging population, 
and declining fertility. If behavioural trends in the past 
and current conditions are any indication of what might 
happen in the future, then projections into the future can 
be based upon available information. The projections for 
families to 2006 are shown in Chart 4. Different 
assumptions underlie the three series of projections, 
details of which can be found in Household and Family 
Projections: Canada, Provinces and Territories 
(Catalogue 91-522). 
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Chart - 1 
Percentage distribution of census families, by family structure, 1971 and 1986 


26.9% | 
] Husband-wife families 


[oy 
with children at home 32.7% 


Husband-wife families 
without children at home 


Lone-parent families 


1971 1986 


Sources: Statistics Canada, 1971 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 


aD 


Chart - 2 
Percentage change of census families, by family structure, 
1971-1986 

% change 

30 


Husband-wife families 
with children at home 


Husband-wife families 
without children at home 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 


Chart - 3 
Average family size and average number of children at home, 1971-1986 


ry Average family size 


fea] Average number of children 


SA 1976 1981 1986 


Sources: Statistics Canada, 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 


Catalogue 89-509 


The Family in Canada: Selected 
Highlights 


ERRATUM 


Note 


Holders of this publication 
are kindly requested to insert 
this erratum into their 
copies. 


Chart 1 - page 12 


The 1986 percentage of 
husband-wife families with 
children at home, is 
incorrect. The correct figure 
is 54.6%. 


N° 89-509 au catalogue 


La famille au Canada: Faits 
saillants choisis 


ERRATA 


Nota 


Les détenteurs de cette 
publication sont priés 
d'insérer cet errata dans leur 
copie. 


Graphique 1 - page 14 


Le pourcentage pour 1986 des 
familles époux-épouses avec 
enfants a la maison est 
inexact. Le chiffre exact est 
54.6 % 
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Chart - 4 
Census families: projections to 2006 


Millions 
9.0 


== Series A se) —_— 


ome. Sotics B 7.0 aia 


= SMES 6.5 
1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 


Note: Figures rounded independently to the nearest hundred. a 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 91-522, Household and Family Projections to Year 2006: Canada, Provinces and Territories. 


ll. Family Formation 


For most people, marriage is the first step in family 
formation. In regard to marriages, two changes have 
occurred over the last fifteen years. First, people now 
tend to marry at a later age. Second, the number of 
first marriages has been decreasing. 


Chart 6 shows that the average age at first 
marriage has been increasing steadily, from 22.6 years 
in 1971 to 24.8 years in 1986 for brides, and from 24.9 
years to 27 years for bridegrooms. One demographic 
consequence of this trend has been a corresponding 
increase in the median age of mothers giving birth to 
their children (see Chart 11 in Chapter Ill - "Raising a 
Family"). It has been noted that, in general, the earlier 
women marry, the more children they tend to have.1 


1 Dumas, Jean, with the collaboration of Réjean Lachapelle, 
Current Demographic Analysis: Report on the 
Demographic Situation in Canada, 1986, Statistics 
Canada, Catalogue 91-209, May 1987. 


The deferment of marriage, coupled with the general 
delay in childbearing, will continue to have an impact on 
fertility, thereby reshaping the age composition of the 
population in the long run. 


Although much has been said in recent years about 
cohabitation or common-law unions as an alternative to 
formal marriage, available information indicates that 
marriage is still predominant. This is clear from Chart 
7A, where it can be seen that, in 1986, common-law 
unions numbered less than half a million, compared to 
5.4 million now-married couples. However, the 
percentage increase between 1981 and 1986 is higher 
among common-law unions than among now-married 
couples. 
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Chart - 5 
Number of marriages, 1971-1986 


1971 1976 1981 1986 


Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 


Chart - 6 
Average age at first marriage, brides and bridegrooms, 1971-1986 


Age at first marriage 


28 
26 
24 
22 
meee Bridegrooms 
Ces 20 | [Roe seed [oe Meee eee eee ete role | | anf | ee 
1971 1976 1981 1986 


Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 


Chart- 7A 
Number of common-law unions and now-married couples, 1981 and 1986 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, 1981 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 


Chart - 7B 
Percentage change in common-law unions and now-married couples, 
1981-1986 

% Change 

40 
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Common-law unions Now-married couples 


Sources: Statistics Canada, 1981 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 
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ll. Raising a Family 


The post-war baby boom ended in the early 
1970s. Since then, Canada has experienced what 
demographers call the "baby bust”. 


The concept of boom and bust must be viewed in 
relative terms. Canadians still form families and many 
families still raise children. In fact, as Chart 8 shows, 
the number of live births has not changed drastically 
from year to year. The number of live births, however, 
depends on the number of women in the reproductive 
ages. Indicators that take the number of births in 
relation to the female population provide a more in- 
depth perspective on fertility. These are shown in 
Chart 9. 


In contrast to the relatively stable number of live 
births over the years, the live birth rate (number of live 
births per 1,000 women) and the general fertility rate 
(number of live births per 1,000 women 15 to 49 years), 
in Chart 9, have been declining steadily as of 1971. 
Simply put, women are having fewer children today 
than a generation ago. 


Women are also bearing children later in life. As 
Chart 10 shows, the median age of mothers at first birth 
as well as the median age of mothers giving birth to 
their second child have been increasing for the last 15 
years. This trend parallels the increasing average age 
at first marriage mentioned earlier. While it is possible 
to suggest that the ever-increasing participation of 
women in the labour force (see "The Workplace and 
Home"), and the accompanying career aspirations may 
have influenced the decision to postpone marriage and 
children, such conclusions must be based upon more 
detailed analyses which lie beyond the scope of this 
report. 


By virtue of population growth and the 
configuration of age groups, lower fertility on the part of 
individuals has been compensated for. This has 
resulted in the small variations in the number of live 


births noted earlier, as well as a remarkably stable 
number of families with pre-school children at home. 
As can be seen from Chart 11, the number of husband- 
wife families with young children has actually decreased 
over the years; but this is offset by the increase in the 
number of lone-parent families with young children. 


Chart 12 illustrates that there are proportionately 
more husband-wife families without children at home in 
1986 (32.7%) than in 1971 (26.9%). Lone-parent 
families with children 6 years and over have also 
increased by about 3 percentage points. 


Chart 13 reveals that among the husband-wife 
families with no children at home, the majority are 
families where the wives (and presumably the husbands) 
are in the 50 years and over age group. It is probable 
that many "empty nest" families are included in this 


group. 


A word of caution is required in the interpretation 
of these figures in that families are not static but 
dynamic. That is to say, the family structure is not fixed 
and can change at any time. For example, a husband- 
wife family with young children in 1981 could have 
become a lone-parent family in 1986 through divorce 
or death of one spouse. By the same token, a lone- 
parent family could, as a result of remarriage of the 
parent, become a husband-wife family with young 
children. 


Chart 14 presents a different perspective on raising 
children. The figures are based upon preliminary 
analyses of the Family History Survey (1984). Instead of 
taking a snapshot count of families with children at every 
census, data from the Family History Survey draw upon 
the life experience of a sample of respondents. Chart 14 
shows that a big surge in parenthood among men and 
women starts in the 30-39 age group, and over 80% of 
the population 40 and over have raised children. 
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Chart - 8 
Live births, 1971-1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-204, Births and Deaths: Vital Statistics. 


Chart - 9 
Live birth rate and general fertility rate, 1971-1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-204, Births and Deaths: Vital Statistics. 
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Chart - 10 
Median age of mother giving birth to first or second child, 1971-1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-204, Births and Deaths: Vital Statistics. 
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Chart - 11 
Families with children under 6 years at home, by family structure, 1971-1986 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 


Chart - 12 


Percentage distribution of families, by family structure and by presence of children at home, 
1971 and 1986 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, 1971 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 


Chart - 13 
Husband-wife families with no children at home, by age group of wife, 1971-1986 
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Sources: Statistics Canada. 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 
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Chart - 14 
Estimated percentage of population who have ever raised children1, 
by age group and sex, 1984 
ee a a SSS 2 SS 
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’ Refers to natural, step- and adopted children. 

... Due to a high standard error, these figures are not shown. 

“ Not counting step-children who have been legally adopted. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Burch, Thomas K., Family History Survey: Preliminary Findings, 1985, Catalogue 99-955. 


IV. The Workplace and Home 


The increasing participation of women in the labour 
force has been one of the most significant changes in 
Canada. For families, this means that more and more 
wives and female lone parents are in the work force. 
The charts in this section highlight this change. 


Chart 15 provides a study in contrast between 1977 
and 1986 with respect to the labour force activity of 
wives and female heads of families. The labour force 
activity of men is shown for comparison. This chart 
shows that female participation in the labour force 
increased to 56.1% in 1986 from 44.4% in 1977. The 
long-term change that has occurred is traced through 
the annual averages in Chart 16. 


The presence of children at home and its impact 
on women's participation in the labour force is shown in 
Charts 16 and 17. It can be seen that in spite of long- 
term increase in participation, female heads of families 
or wives with pre-school age children still have lower 
participation rates than women with older children. 
Among the female heads/spouses who are in the labour 
force, however, women with pre-school age children 
experience a higher incidence of unemployment than 
those with older children. 


The fluctuations in the unemployment rate among 
married men and women in Chart 18 reflect the 
economic conditions of the times. It is also evident that 
the unemployment rate has consistently been higher 
among married women than among married men. 


Apart from lay-offs, health, and the search for 
another job, work interruptions of a year or more among 


women are often associated with pregnancies and the 
presence of young children at home. Information from 
the Family History Survey (1984) on the number and 
duration of work interruptions, as well as the reasons 
cited for work interruptions among married women, Is 
presented in Charts 19, 20 and 21. 


Close to half of the ever-married women who have 
worked reported one work interruption in their lives, and 
another 15%, two work interruptions. In all, two-thirds 
of the women had interrupted their work at some point in 
time, and only one-third reported no work interruptions. 


As Chart 20 indicates, among ever-married women 
who have had work interruptions, 41% reported a period 
of two years or less for their first work interruption, while 
about 22% reported an interruption of more than 10 
years. 


The most commonly cited reasons for work 
interruptions among ever-married women are "family 
considerations" and "pregnancy or childcare" (Chart 
22). Close to 74% of the ever-married women 
surveyed cited "family considerations" as a reason for 
their first work interruption, and 50% gave the same 
reason for their second work interruption. "Pregnancy/ 
childcare" was cited by about 48% of ever-married 
women as the reason of their first interruption, and by 
about 39% for their second work interruption. Note that 
multiple responses were permitted for the questions on 
the reasons for interruptions. As a result, percentages 
shown in the chart do not add up to 100%. 
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Chart- 15 
Labour force activity of wives and female heads of families and of men, 1977 and 1986 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, Catalogues 71-001, The Labour Force, and 71-533, Family Characteristics and Labour Force Activity, 
Annual Averages, 1977-1984. 
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Chart- 16 
Participation rate of female head/spouse, by age of youngest child, 1977-1986 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, Catalogues 71-001, The Labour Force and 71-531, Patterns of Full- and Part-Year Employment and 
Unemployment: Results of Annual Work Patterns Survey 
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Chart - 17 
Unemployment rate of female head/spouse, by age of youngest child, 
1977-1986 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, Catalogues 71-001, The Labour Force. and 71-531, Patterns of Full- and Part-Year Employment: 
Results of Annual Work Patterns Survey. 


Chart - 18 
Unemployment rate of married men and women, 1975-1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 71-201, Historical Labour Force Statistics. 
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Chart - 19 


Distribution of ever-married women! who have ever worked2, 
by number of work interruptions3, 1984 


None 


7 Women aged 18 to 65 years. 

2 Women who have ever worked are those who report they have worked on a regular basis at a job that lasted six months or more. 

3 Interruptions are defined as spells of non employment that lasted one year or more. 

Source: Statistics Canada, Robinson, Patricia, Women’s Work Interruptions: Results from the 1984 Family History Survey, 
Catalogue 99-962. 
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Chart - 20 


Distribution of ever-married women1, by duration2 of first 
work interruptions, 1984 
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1’ Women aged 18 to 65 years. 
2 Refers to the duration of the first interruption experienced by women with one or more interruptions. 
3 Refers to women with completed first work interruptions (i.e. where return to work had occurred by the time of the survey). 
Source: Statistics Canada, Robinson, Patricia, Women's Work Interruptions: Results from the 1984 Family 
History Survey, Catalogue 99-962. 
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Chart- 21 
Reasons cited for work interruptions, by ever-married women, 1984 
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1 Family considerations include pregnancy or childcare, marriage and move to be with a partner. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Robinson, Patricia, Women's Work Interruptions: Results from the 1984 Family 
History Survey, Catalogue 99-962. 


V. Income, Assets, and 
Expenditure 


Income is one indicator of financial well-being. 
Many factors affect the income of families. Although the 
purpose of this publication is not to analyse data on 
family income, an attempt is made to take some factors 
into account in the presentation of the charts. In most 
cases, median family income is shown. The median 
lends itself to easy interpretation, as half of the families 
earn an income above the median, and half earn less 
than the median. 


With increasing participation of women in the 
labour force, two-income families have become quite 
common in Canada. It is evident from Chart 22 that 
median family income is higher where there are more 
earners in the family. In 1986, for example, the median 
family income for families with three or more earners is 
about $55,000, compared with about $41,000 for 
families with two earners, and with $28,000 for one- 
earner families. The overall distribution of family 
income groups appears in Chart 23. However, since 
income tends to change with price levels, a historical 
comparison of median family income in current and 
constant (1985) dollars is shown in Chart 24. 


Historically, income differentials have been related 
to the age and sex of earners. Women report lower 
income than men, and younger earners at the start of 
their careers often report lower wages and salaries than 
older and more experienced workers. Income starts to 
decline somewhat at or near retirement age. This is 
illustrated in Chart 25. The median family income rises 
with the age group of the head, peaks for families 
headed by men aged 45 to 54 years, and declines for 
families with heads in older age groups. 


Charts 26, 27 and 28 depict the incidence of low 
income among families. Two sets of low income cut- 
offs are used. The first set (1969 base) of income limits 
is selected on the basis that families with incomes 
below these limits usually spent 62% or more of their 
income on food, shelter and clothing. For the second 
set (1978 base) of low income cut-offs, families who 
on average spent 58.5% or more of their income on 
food, shelter and clothing are considered to be in 
Straitened circumstances. 


Families headed by women under 65 years have 
the highest incidence of low income in Canada (Chart 


26). Also, about 30% (1978 base) of families with three 
or more children under six years have low incomes. In 
terms of family type, the highest incidence of low 
income is found among female lone-parent families 
(Chart 28). 


Income is not the only component of family wealth. 
The majority of Canadian households and families are 
home-owners. Indeed, owning a home and raising 
children have long been synonymous with family life. 
Charts 29 and 30 lend support to this general notion of 
home-ownership among Canadian families. About 63% 
of families are home-owners. In recent years, about 
32% of all families own their homes free of mortgage. 
Chart 30 shows that more and more husband-wife 
families without children at home are home-owners (1.4 
million families in 1986, compared with 672,805 in 1971). 
It should be noted that these families with no children 
include both childless families and "empty nest" families 
— i.e. families where grown children have left home. 


For home-owners and renters alike, shelter cost is 
one of the basic items in the family budget. The average 
shelter cost for different types of families is described in 
Chart 31. Among home-owners, the average monthly 
shelter cost is just over $500 for husband-wife families, 
and $440 for lone-parent families. For renters, 
husband-wife families pay about $470 per month on 
average, and lone-parent families pay around $440 per 
month. Relative to family income, shelter costs are quite 
high for many lone-parent families. Close to 60% of 
these families renting their accommodations spend 30% 
or more of their family income on rent, while, among 
owners, one in four lone-parent families are in similar 
circumstances with respect to their shelter cost to 
income ratio (Chart 32). 


Family expenditures on necessities such as food, 
clothing and transportation are shown in Chart 33, along 
with figures for personal taxes. For families with young 
children, the expenses on child care are shown in Chart 
34, where it can be seen that on average, mothers 
employed full-time spend just under $3,000 on child 
care, compared with about $1,500 for mothers 
employed part-time and $750 for mothers not 
employed. 
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Chart - 22 
Median family income, by number of income earners, 1981-1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-208, Family Incomes: Census Families. 


Chart - 23 
Percentage distribution of families, by income groups, 1981 and 1986 


ce) 
/o 


40 


30 


[| Under $15,000 
ea $15,000 to $29,999 
$30,000 to $44,999 
[ $45,000 or more 


s 


1981 1986 


Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-208, Family Incomes: Census Families. 


Chart - 24 
Median family income, 1973-1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-208, Family Incomes: Census Families. 


Chart - 25 
Median family income, by age of head, 1985 
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1 Sample too small to provide a reliable estimate. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-208, Family Incomes: Census Families. 


Chart - 26 
Incidence of low income! among families, by sex and age of head, 1986 
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1 Estimates based on low income cut-offs using 1969 and 1978 bases. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-207, Income Distributions by Size in Canada. 


Chart - 27 
Incidence of low income! among families, by number of children under 6 years, 1986 
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’ Estimates based on low income cut-offs using 1969 and 1978 bases. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-207, Income Distributions by Size in Canada. 
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Chart - 28 

Incidence of low income! among families, by family characteristics, 1986 
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1 Estimates based on low income cut-offs using 1969 and 1978 bases. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-207, Income Distributions by Size in Canada. 


Chart - 29 
Proportion of home-owning single-family households, and proportion of families owning homes 
without mortgages, 1980, 1982, 1983 and 1985 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 13-567, Household Facilities by Income and Other Characteristics, 1985. 


Chart - 30 
Distribution of home-owning families, by family structure, 1971-1986 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 


Chart - 31 
Average monthly shelter cost of one-family households, by tenure and family structure, 1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada. 


Chart - 32 


Percentage of one-family households paying 30% or more of household income on shelter, 
by tenure, 1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada. 


Chart - 33 


Average family expenditure among married-couple families with single children, by selected items, 
1982 and 1984 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 62-555, Family Expenditure in Canada. 


Chart - 34 
Average expenditure on child care1, by employment status of mother, 1986 
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’ For married couple families with children under 6 years at home. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Family Expenditure in Canada, unpublished data. 


VI. Divorce and Remarriage 


Divorce has drawn a lot of attention because of its 
phenomenal increase over the years. What is perhaps 
less publicized is the actual decrease in the number of 
divorces and the divorce rate in Canada as of 1982. 
This is demonstrated in Charts 35 and 36. After a 
decade of increases, the number of divorces peaked at 
just over 70,000 in 1982, and declined to almost 62,000 
in 1985. However, the number of divorces increased 
significantly to just over 78,000 in 1986. It should be 
noted that the number of divorces in any year depends 
on the number of cases filed and the number of court 
hearings. Also, changes in divorce legislation may 
result in changes in the number of divorces filed and 
processed. The sharp increase reported in 1986 may 
be attributed in part to the recent change in legislation 
that allows couples to file for divorce after one year of 
separation, instead of the previous three years. 


The reasons for divorce differ from case to case. 
Chart 38 describes the alleged grounds for divorce by 
type of offence in the period 1981-1985. The main 
types of offence are: adultery (44% of the cases), 
mental cruelty (33%) and physical cruelty (22%). As 
for the reasons of marital breakdown, "separation for 
not less than three years" accounts for 91% of the 
cases (Chart 39). 


When dependent children are involved in divorces, 
the question of custody inevitably comes to the 
forefront. This affected one in two divorces in 1985 
(Chart 40). In 1982, there were about 37,000 divorces 
with dependent children, and about 65,000 dependent 
children involved in petitions. These numbers have 
decreased to 32,000 divorces with dependent children 
and just over 56,000 children involved in petitions in 
1985 (Chart 41). 


In the majority of cases, custody of dependent 
children is granted to the wife rather than the husband. 
This is demonstrated in Chart 42. In 1985, for example, 
custody of some 32,000 children was granted to the wife 
as petitioner. Even when the husband petitioned for 
custody, more dependent children were awarded to the 
respondent (the wife) than to the petitioner. 


Partly because of the significant difference in 
awarding custody of dependent children to the wife, and 
partly because of a lower number of remarriages among 
divorced women, the number of female lone parents far 
exceeds the number of male lone parents. The latest 
figure for 1986 shows that there are close to 209,000 
female lone parents and about 47,000 male lone parents 
(Chart 43). Finally, the number of children living with 
divorced lone parents increased to 415,250 in 1986 from 
19165320 init 97A: 


Many divorced persons remarry; and more divorced 
men than divorced women remarry. As can be seen 
from Chart 45, the number of divorced men who remarry 
increased steadily from 15,521 in 1971 to 34,780 in 
1985. Similarly, divorced women who remarry increased 
from 14,351 to just over 32,000 in the same period. 
Chart 46 shows that remarriages account for close to 
one-fifth of all marriages in 1985, compared with less 
than 10% of all marriages in 1971 


Such statistics impose certain considerations in the 
analyses of marriage and the family. As remarriage 
becomes quite common in Canada, marriage data 
cannot be assumed to apply to first marriages only. As 
for families, remarriages not only affect the number of 
families reported, but present interesting and fertile 
grounds for research on family structure when children 
from previous marriages are involved. 
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Chart - 35 
Number of divorces, 1971-1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 
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Chart - 36 
Divorce rates, 1971-1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 
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Chart - 37 
Average age of divorcing person, by sex, 1971-1985 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 


Chart - 38 
Percentage distribution of alleged grounds for divorce, by type of offence, 1981-1985 
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1 These include sodomy, bestiality, rape, homosexual act and subsequent marriage. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 


Chart- 39 
Percentage distribution of alleged grounds for divorce, by reason of marital breakdown, 1981-1985 
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’ These include imprisonment for an aggregate period of not less than three years; imprisonment for not less than 2 years on 
sentence of death or sentence of 10 years or more; addiction to narcotics; whereabouts of spouse unknown; non-consummation. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 


Chart - 40 
Percentage distribution of divorces, by number of dependent children, 1985 
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Source. Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 
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Chart - 41 


Number of divorces with dependent children and number of children involved 
in petitions for custody, 1971-1985 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 


Chart - 42 


Number of dependent children involved in divorce, by party to whom 
custody of children was granted1, 1981-1985 
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’ Amounts too smail to be expressed in cases where custody was granted to another person or agency. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 


Chart - 43 
Number of divorced lone parents, by sex, 1971-1986 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 


Chart - 44 
Number of children living with divorced lone parents, 1971-1986 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 


Chart - 45 
Number of divorced persons remarrying, by sex, 1971-1985 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue 84-205, Marriages and Divorces: Vital Statistics. 
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Chart - 46 
Remarriages of divorced persons as a percentage of all marriages, 1971-1985 


Vil. The "Empty Nest” 


When children grow up they leave their parental 
homes to form households of their own. With the 
departure of children, many families are likened to 
"empty nests". 


It is difficult to determine the number of "empty- 
nest" families in Canada. As mentioned elsewhere, 
families with no children at home include both childless 
families and empty nest families. Also, some 
(unmarried) children who had left could return to their 
parents’ home, so that the family would become, once 
again, a family with children. 


Nevertheless, data from the Family History Survey 
of 1984 provide a general perspective on children’s 
home-leaving.2 In the experience of the people 


2 For further information, see Burch, Thomas K., Family 
History Survey: Preliminary Findings, 1985. Statistics 
Canada, Catalogue 99-955. 


surveyed, graphically represented in Chart 47. the 
majority (over 80%) of children up to the age of 19 years 
lived with their parents. By the early twenties, about 
one-half to one-third of children remained with the 
parent. 


For children 20 years and over living on their own 
outside of their parental homes, the average age ait 
home-leaving was approximately 20 to 21 ye t 
48). 


Given the average age of the parents at first birth 
and the average age of the home-leaving children, 
parents are in the mid- to late forties when the first 
natural children leave home (Chart 49). 
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Chart - 47 


Percentage of children living in the responding parent’s household, 
by type and age group of child, and sex of respondent, 1984 
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... Due to a high standard error, this figure is not shown. 
* This percentage represents very few cases, and therefore may contain a high level of error. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Burch, Thomas K., Family History Survey: Preliminary Findings, 1985, Catalogue 99-955. 


Chart - 48 


Average age at home-leaving for children living outside the respondent’s household, 
by age (20+) and sex of child, and sex of respondent, 1984 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Burch, Thomas K., Family History Survey: Preliminary Findings, 1985, Catalogue 99-955. 


Chart - 49 


Average age of respondents 50 years and over when all the children have left home, 
by number of children, 1984 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Burch. Thomas K., Family History Survey: Preliminary Findings, 1985, Catalogue 99-955. 


Vill. Living Arrangements of 
Elderly Persons 


Average life expectancy has increased for 
successive cohorts of the population. For elderly 
persons, this translates into long years of living after the 
family raising stage. 


Charts 50 and 51 indicate clearly that up to the age 
of 74 the majority (almost two-thirds) of elderly 
persons live with their spouses and/or never-married 
children, while less than 30% live alone or in collective 
types of institutions. For people 75 years and over, the 
incidence of living with their spouses and/or never- 
married children drops, due probably to the death of 
spouse or to health concerns. Between living in their 
own families and living alone or in institutions, however, 
some elderly persons are living with relatives (e.g. 
cousin, sister/brother). As Chart 52 shows, 77% of the 


3 For more details on this topic, see Stone, Leroy O., with 
the assistance of Hubert Frenken and Edward Dak Ming 
Ng, Family and Friendship Ties Among Canada’s 
Seniors: An Introductory Report of Findings from the 
General Social Survey, Statistics Canada, Catalogue 
89-508, 1988. 


population 65 years and over are home-owners, 
compared to less than 9% who are renting their 
accommodations. 


What the statistics do not indicate, and what is 
sometimes assumed or inferred erroneously from 
available data on the living arrangements of elderly 
persons, is that people who live outside of a family are 
often lonely and forgotten. The data presented here 
should not be interpreted in that way. The statistics do 
not include the frequency of contacts with relatives and 
friends3, or, for that matter, activity limitations on the 
part of the elderly persons. There is then no reason to 
assume that elderly persons not living in families are 
necessarily living in poor health and in social isolation. 
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Chart - 50 
Living arrangements among elderly persons, by age group, 1986 


Baeny persons 000s 


Living with spouse and/or 
never-married children 


Living with relatives 


Other arrangements 


Aged 65 to 74 Aged 75 and over 


Source: Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada. 


Chart - 51 
Distribution of elderly persons 65 years of age and over, by living arrangements, 1986 


50.1% 


Living with spouse and/or 
never-married children 


Living with relatives 


ss : WA: 
Aged 65-74 Aged 75 and over 


Other arrangements 


Source: Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada. 


Chart - 52 
Distribution of elderly persons, by tenure, 1971 and 1986 


1Gor vom me) 


Living in collective dwellings 11.0% 


Home-owners! 


70.9% 77.1% 


EA 
ad 


Tenants@ 


Living with relatives? 


1971 1986 


1 Refers to household maintainers and spouses living in private dwellings that they own. 

2 Includes household maintainers and spouses living in rented private dwellings and lodgers in private dwellings 
regardless of tenure. 

3 Refers to persons related to the household maintainers of private households by blood, marriage or adoption. 

Sources: Statistics Canada, 1971 and 1986 censuses of Canada. 


IX. Widowhood 


Apart from divorce and separation, the death of a 
spouse signals the dissolution of marriage. As Chart 53 
shows, there are far more widows than widowers in 
Canada at any age group. For example, there are five 
times as many widows as widowers in the 45 to 64 age 
group. Among elderly persons 75 years and over, there 
were about 330,000 widows, compared with about 
72,000 widowers in 1986. The gender imbalance in 
widowhood is attributable to the fact that women, in 
general, have a longer life expectancy than men; and 
since they also tend to marry at a younger age than 
men, they are more likely to outlive their spouses. 


But widowhood does not necessarily mean the end 
of family life. As can be seen from Chart 54, many 


widows and widowers remain in families as lone parents 
of never-married children. In 1986, about 46,000 
widowed lone parents were in the 45-54 age group, 
70,000 in the 55-64 age group, and close to 86,000 in 
the 65 and over age group. 


For some people, widowhood terminates with 
remarriage, or, put differently, the re-formation of a 
family. This is one of the many reasons why the number 
and characteristics of families and persons in families 
are always Changing. 


Chart - 53 
Number of widowed persons, by age group and sex, 1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada. 


Chart - 54 
Number of widowed lone parents, by age group, 1986 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada. 
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